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TAGS:ENRG,TECH,BE 

SUBJECT: PRESS TREATMENT OF INCIDENT AT DOEL II REACTOR 

1 .THE LARGE CIRCULATION BELGIAN DAILY.LA LIBRE BELGIQUE, 

RAN AN ARTICLE ON MAY 12 ENTITLED " WAS THERE AS SERIOUS INCIDENT 
AT THE DOEL II NUCLEAR REACTOR?" THIS SOMEWHAT MISLEADING 
HEADLINE PRECEDES A STORY ABOUT A COSTLY- BUT NOT DANGEROUS- 
ACCIDENT AT DOE II .NEAR ANTWERP.THAT RESULTED IN CLOSING 

THE REACTOR DOWN FOR SEVERAL WEEKS IN LATE 1976 - EARLY 1977. 

THE LA LIBRE BELGIQUE ARTICLE CITES AN AGENCE BELGQ DISPATCH 
WHICH SUGGESTED THAT THE ACCIDENT WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO HUMAN 
ERROR DURING THE RECHARGING OF THE REACTOR.POSSIBLY CAUSING 
IRREMEDIABLE DAMAGE TO THE REACTOR CORE.A STATEMENT FROM THE 
UNION DES EXPLOITATIONS ELECTRIQUES DE BELGIQUE IS ALSO 
QUOTED, RACTING TO THE AGENCE BELGA RELEASE.AND 
MAINTAINING THAT THE INCIDENT, WHICH TOOK PLACE ON 
NOVEMBER 15, 1976,WAS ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING DAY; THAT 
IT WAS DUE TO A MECHANICAL ERROR RESULTING IN DAMAGE TO 
NINE CONTROL RODS (OUT OF A TOTAL 31)): THAT THE INCIDENT 
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PROLONGED THE STORAGE OE THE REACTOR BY ONE AND ONE-HALE 
MONTHS; AND THAT DOEL II HAS BEEN OPERATING AT FULL POWER 
WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT SINCE MID-FEBRUARY. 

2.THE LA LIBRE BELGIQUE ARTICLE GOES ON TO DEPLORE THE 
"QUASI-APOCALYPTIC VERSON" OF THE INCIDENT AS REPORTED SIX MONTHS 
LATER BY AGENCE BELGA.POINTING OUT SEVERAL FACTUAL INACCURACIES 
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IN THEIR DISPATCH.THE INCIDENT IS REGRETTABLE IN TERMS OF 
LOST PRODUCTION AND ADDED COST,BUT,AS A BELGIAN OFFICIAL 
HAS TOLD US, THE INCIDENT WAS NO DIFFERENT IN NATURE FROM ONE 
THAT MIGHT HAPPEN AT A FOSSIL-FUEL BURNING GENERATING PLANT. 
AND,ABOVE ALL,AS EVEN THE AGENCE BELGA ITEM STATES.THE 
ACCIDENT DID NOT INVOLVE ANY RADIATION LEAK OR OTHER THREAT 
TO HEALTH,SAFETY,OR ENVIRONMENT.DOE II IS A 
WESTINGHOUSE-DESIGNED LIGHT WATER REACTOR. 
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